Hostel
behavior

Shepherdstown theater festival offers
teens exhilarating hands-on experience

By BETH BATDORF

Special to the Spirit

SHEPHERDSTOWN — The Contem-
porary Amencan Theater Festival oflers
an amazing opportunity for young peo-
ple to have a hands-on experience along-
side some of the greatest talents working
in contemporary drama today.

Teens 14 to 18 can sign up now for
Hostel Youth! — a three-day immersion
program returning for its fifth year with
“53 exhilarating hours™ of readings,
workshops, performances and opporiu-
nities to leam from an
array of talent featured
in the CATF company.

Hostel Youth! is the
brainchild of Peggy
McKowen. the festi
val's associate produc-
ing director. She says
shc_ shares credit wtl_h theatre
Julian Lazarus, the di-
rector of education at
New Spire Arts, a per-
forming arts nenprofit in Frederick. Md.

McKowen is passionate about the pro-
gram. based on a full-immersion youth
hostel model. She wants parents. teach-
ers and other people who are interest-
ed in supporting young people 1o know
that Hostel Youth! is not a typical the-
aler camp — and nol just for young peo-
Ple who want to be actors or designers or
playwrights or somehow involved with
the theater.

“The goal is to help our youth connect

2017 contemporary

RIGHT: Jefferson High sophomore
Sam Shunney attended Hostel Youth!
in 2015, the same year he portrayed
Robhbie Wilson in the festival's “The
Full Catastrophe.” Sam called Hostel
Youth! “the perfect platform that
allowed me to engage in creative
theater activities while bonding

with a genuinely wonderful group of
people.”

with the art of thealer so that it can be
part of their lives forever,” she said. “The
goal is to help our youth develop social
skills so they can talk to their peers about
important things. The goal is o make
better human beings.”

Theresa M. Davis,
the director of Hostel
Youth!, has served in
that position for four
vears. CATF patrons
may remember her from
her work directing last
summer’s CATF stage
reading of “Tum Me
Loose: The Unghosting
of Medgar Evers™ by
Frank X. Walker.

Explains Davis: ¥1 believe we are help
ing to build a culture of empathy, cre
min-_J,_ a safe — yet, not always comfort-
able — space that allows the *Hostelers’
to speak about the plays and their lives
in profound and meaningful ways. In the
three days we're together the students
become a community of empowered and
committed theatre participants. It's such
a joy to hear and see them respond intel-
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(See HOSTEL Page B7)
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ABOVE: Theresa M. Davis returns as the director of Hostel Youth! for the fourth
year. During the academic year, she works as an associate professor in the
drama department at the University of Virginia in Charlottesville,

WANT TO KNOW MORE? Watch the Hostel Youth! video at catf.org
to get an overview of the program, then download a registration form at
catf.org/Hostel Youth. The deadline to sign up comes July 3

THE THIRD IN A SERIES ABOUT THE CONTEMPORARY AMERICAN THEATER FESTIVAL

Peggy McKowen, the
festival's associate
producing director, came
up with the idea of Hostel
Youth! but says it's not a
typical theater camp. “The
goal is to help our youth
connect with the art of
theater so that it can be
part of their lives forever,”
she said. “The goal is to
help our youth develop
social skills so they can
talk to their peers about
important things. The goal
is to make better human
beings.”
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