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"Did My Grandfather Kill My Grandfather?" will be premiered at the Contemporary American Theater Festival next month.
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SHEPHERDSTOWN — The first play by a West Virginia native will be

premiered at the Contemporary American Theater Festival (CATF)

this summer.

That play, “Did My Grandfather Kill My Grandfather?,” was written
by Cody LeRoy Wilson.

“Being a West Virginia native and being able to come back to West

Wilson Virginia to do something like this is, honestly, a dream,” Wilson said.
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Wilson spent the early years of his childhood growing up on his
Ice Cream Social with Tuscarora Ruritan

Wed, Jun 11, 2025
Tuscarora Ruritan
Free

grandparents’ farm in Plum Run, before moving to Fairmont with his
mother and older sister. He graduated from Fairmont Senior High
School and earned the Promise Scholarship, which he used to

attend West Virginia University. Berkeley Arts Council Juried Show "Art
and Earth" Open

Thu, Jun 12, 2025

Cathy Maxwell- Berkeley Arts Council

Free

After graduating with a Bachelor of Fine Arts degree in acting, he
made the decision to move to New York City to begin his career. He

never anticipated that career would take him back to his home state. Spay/neutering offered for pets at Spay

Today
Thu, Jun 12, 2025
Spay Today

“To be the first West Virginian and West Virginia University playwright
to come to CATF is amazing. | hope it will set the groundwork for

many others to do the same thing. I’'m enthralled to hopefully be an Wii Bowling Championship
Thu, Jun 12, 2025
Anna Mae Reedy Center

Free

inspiration for other West Virginia artists, because the arts in

Appalachia are well and alive and a growing form of

communication,” Wilson said. “And, as a person who loves my
Inwood Chapter of “TOPS Club
Thu, Jun 12, 2025

St. Leo's Catholic Church

$4 month

home state more than anything, there couldn’t be a better place to

premiere my show.”
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That show — half of which was previewed at the Pan Asian
Activate your account now for a chance to win 1 of 5

Repertory Theatre in New York City — was inspired by various

ifts cards!
aspects of Wilson’s heritage. Its set design is reminiscent of the farm ww_loumal_new‘;?f";ugoto /activate to
he grew up on and features antique photographs from his family’s learn more.
past. Its story was largely taken from his own experience as the son
of a Viethamese woman, adopted at the age of 6 months by a U.S. Most Popular Articles

soldier from an orphanage in the capital of South Vietnam, right

before its fall to North Vietnam at the end of the Vietham War.

EPTA releases plans for new routes coming
2026

“My grandfather did three tours in Vietham. On his third and final

. . . Charles Town ready for annual WV Fest
tour, he was stationed in Saigon, next to an orphanage. He had a Y

friend in the Army, who was a pastor, who asked him, ‘Hey, would Richard Wayne Jenkins

you like to adopt one of these kids?’” Wilson said, mentioning his
HD Media president, former lawmaker Doug

grandparents had only been able to have one child, due to fertility Skaff dead at 48

issues. “My grandfather was a kind spirit to those in the orphanage Shepherdstown to Honor Beeline March,
and, during that time, became attached to my mother. Eventually, he Celebrate Democracy on June 14

called my grandma back in the states to ask her if she’d like a Berkeley County Crime Report

daughter.”
George Karosn June Dolores Welsh

A dream related to this history inspired Wilson to write the one-man The Old Opera House prepares for an

play, which he will also be performing at CATF. excited summer of performances
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“This play highlights the complexities of this war. The reality of the for miscarriages

Vietnam War is that, for all | know, my family could have killed each

other in it, like happened with the Hatfields and McCoys and the Sign up for newsletters

Civil War,” Wilson said, mentioning this year marks the 50th

anniversary of the war ending. “In war, nobody wins. It’s part of my No subscription is required to sign up for Journal

mission statement, as a Vietnamese artist and writer and actor, to newsletters. Some links may take you to stories that
require a subscription after a limited number of free
views. Manage your newsletter subscriptions in your user
dashboard.

retell that story.”

Tickets to the play can be purchased at https://catf.org/ or by

contacting the box office at 681-240-2283 or boxoffice@catf.org

from noon-5 p.m. weekdays. Daily Headlines
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day, fresh to your inbox.
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